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WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE?

Domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive
behavior as part of a systematic pattern of power and control perpetrated by one intimate partner against
another. It includes physical violence, sexual violence, threats, and emotional abuse. The frequency and
severity of domestic violence can vary dramatically.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN WISCONSIN

e In 2012, 28,729 domestic violence incidents were referred to district attorneys. This statistic does not
include unreported incidents, reported incidents that were not referred for prosecution, and dating abuse
incidents.'

e An arrest was made in 71% of reported domestic violence incidents. The most common charge made in
these cases was disorderly conduct.”

e In 2013, 55 people died in domestic violence-related homicides, including both victims and perpetrators."”

e Over half of domestic violence homicides in Wisconsin are committed with a gun."

e In asingle day in 2014, Wisconsin domestic violence programs provided services to 1,949 victims. On that
same day, 367 requests for services went unmet due to lack of resources.’

e An estimated 12.7% of Wisconsin women will be stalked in their lifetimes."

DID YOU KNOW?

e 1in3women and 1in 4 men in the United States have experienced some form of physical violence by an
intimate partner.”

e On atypical day, domestic violence hotlines receive approximately 21,000 calls, an average of close to 15
calls every minute."™
e Intimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime.”

e The presence of a gun in the home during a domestic violence incident increases the risk of homicide by at
least 500%."

e 72% of all murder-suicides involved an intimate partner; 94% of the victims of these crimes are female.”
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